Your Turn to Think Creatively!
• What sort of constraints to the buildings pose?
• What special qualities do they offer?
• What uses might be considered?
• How would you make these uses financially viable?
• What do you think their potential for sustainability
is?

Shepton Mallet is a small market town in
Somerset and the prison lies just to the west of
the centre of the town about 150m from the
main shopping and commercial centres.

The prison is important as it was one of the
first purpose built prisons built in the country
with its earliest parts dating from the 1670’s.
The main cell blocks were built in 1817 to the
designs of George Underwood and they have
been little changed with three floors of cell
blocks access from a central top lit atrium space.
Each cell has a small high level window giving
light and air and a vaulted ceiling. The cell block
has a gross internal area of 1517m2. The cell
blocks are listed Grade 2*.

The Church of the Immaculate
Conception is an imposing Grade 2 listed
historic building, which could present a
range of opportunities to once again form
an important and valued part
of Barnstaple. Finding a solution to
securing its future would not normally be
unduly difficult however, since its use
ended over 35 years ago, the building
has deteriorated in condition and this has
imposed challenges for potential reuse.
has been
Little has been spent on its maintenance
and upkeep for many decades and the
building is now in a very poor state of
repair and is considered as a Building at
Risk. Its owner, the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Plymouth, placed the building
on the market for sale some years ago
but although there has been interest
none of those interested has been able
to identify a scheme that is viable without
the substantial grant aid.
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Barnstaple Church of the Immaculate Conception

The Church of St. John the Evangelist is
situated in Higher Broughton, an inner
city area of Salford, Greater Manchester.
It is a large stone building that
exemplifies the Victorian Gothic church,
commissioned in 1835 by Rev. John
Clowes and the architect charged with
designing the church was Richard Lane.
The church was opened for Divine
Service on 7th January 1838. As a tribute
to his contribution to the parish, the Rev.
Thomas Vere Bayne (then the minister of
the church) funded the reconstruction of
the chancel. The new chancel was
designed by John Edgar Gregan, and the
work was complete by1849. Gregan
collaborated with the celebrated Gothic
Revivalist AWN Pugin in the execution of
the new chancel. The building is situated
within a raised churchyard which forms
part of a grid of suburban residential
streets lined with 19th & 20th century
terraces. It is an important landmark and
can be viewed from the surrounding
network of streets.
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Church of St. John the Evangelist in Higher Broughton,
Salford

The 131ft tall Balkerne Hill Water
Tower was completed in 1883,
designed by the Borough Engineer
Charles Clegg, and constructed of
1¼ million bricks, 369 tons of stone
and 142 tons of iron.
When in use, it was capable of
storing 230,000 gallons of water 100ft
above ground, and was, at the time,
the second largest water tower in
England.
The tower, listed as Grade II* in 2003,
is today, much as originally built with
only minor alterations. Anglian Water
eventually ceased operations in the
tower in 1984.
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Jumbo Water Tower, Colchester

