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Welcome to the Leigh Spinners Mill Engine House, home to one of the UK’s largest steam engines. 

The engine house contains the largest engine of its kind in the UK: a Yates and Thom Twin Horizontal Cross 
Compound engine which can generate some 2200 horse power.  Constructed in 1925, it is also the largest 
unrestored mill engine in the UK, but this will change as work is currently underway to bring it to full working order.  

The engine house was restored in 2015 with help from Historic England, WREN, Viridor, Wigan Council, Trusthouse, 
and Pilgrim Trust. This £400,000 project saw the collapsing roof repaired, considerable quantities of asbestos, large 
quantities of pigeon guano removed, and the windows repaired and reglazed. This made the building safe, 
watertight and usable, and allowed the restoration of the engine to commence. 

The engine house is operated by a volunteer team and is open every Saturday from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm, with longer 
opening times on Heritage Open Weekends, and at other times by arrangement. School parties are particularly 
welcome and a fun, entertaining and educational tour of the engine house is on offer, explaining its importance as a 
local heritage asset, its place in industrial history and its links to the nearby Bridgewater canal. 



This is the first phase of a wider proposal to regenerate the whole mill complex as a vibrant hub for a range of 
commercial, leisure, community and heritage uses. Our web site, Leighspinnersmill.co.uk, will have all the up to date 
news about the project. 

Entry is free to casual visitors but donations to support the work are always most welcome.  

Organised groups are charged at the rate of £1 per head for 
children and £2 per head for adults. 

Bookings and enquiries can made via our e-mail address, 
info@leighspinnersmill.co.uk   

Directions are: We are on Park Lane which is off Manchester 
Road (A572). From the east, west and south use the A580 
East Lancs Road. Take the A574 junction at the Greyhound 
Roundabout (Warrington Road) travel north for 1 mile 
crossing over the Bridgewater Canal. Turn Right at the traffic 
lights and Park Lane is the third road on the right. From the 
north take Atherleigh Way (A579). Leave at Twist Lane 
(signposted Leigh Town centre) Travel along Twist Lane, onto 
Spinning Jenny Way before turning right at the traffic lights 
onto Chapel Street (signposted Manchester).  After a mile go 
through the traffic lights onto Manchester Road and turn 
right onto Park Lane. 

For Satnav the postcode is WN7 2LB 
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