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Excelsior will 
represent region 
at historic event
LOWESTOFT: 
An historic 
fishing smack 
sets sail for 
Norway next 
month. 
Lowestoft-
based trawler, 
Excelsior, 
pictured, will 
be representing East Anglia at 
a sailing smack rally in 
Norway. Leaving Lowestoft on 
June 12, there are still spaces 
aboard Excelsior, with two 
trips available. “This is a 
fantastic opportunity to sail 
on one of  the nation’s most 
important, historic ships,” 
said Excelsior’s Mary George. 
“We welcome anyone aged 14 
upwards to join us.” Call 0845 
308 2323 or email sailing@
excelsiortrust.co.uk 

GREAT YARMOUTH: A woman 
verbally abused a driver and 
damaged his car in a road rage 
incident. The motorist was in a 
silver Ford Fiesta in Gapton 
Hall Road in traffic when the 
woman, a passenger in a 
Jaguar, approached him. She 
was verbally abusive to the 
man and then damaged the 
windscreen wipers on his car. 
The incident happened at 
around 1.30pm on May 3. Call 
police on 101 with information.

Woman abuses man 
in road rage incident

GREAT YARMOUTH: People 
living in the town will be able 
to help set policing priorities 
next month. The South 
Yarmouth Safer 
Neighbourhood Team will 
meet at the Neighbourhood 
Centre, 143 King Street, Great 
Yarmouth, on Wednesday, 
June 3 at 10am. The meeting 
gives people the chance to help 
decide priorities for action.

Help to shape policing 
priorities at meeting

Thieves steal handbag, 
bank cards and iPad
DEREHAM: Thieves stole a 
black handbag, bank cards 
and an Apple mini iPad from a 
property in Swanton Drive 
some time between midnight 
and 7am on Friday, May 8. 
Burglars got in through a 
small window. Norfolk police 
is asking witnesses or anyone 
with information to contact 
Det Con Sarah Warner at 
Thetford CID on 101.

 IN BRIEF Green shoots of hope for future of 
resort’s derelict Winter Gardens
Its sorry state amid the fast food 
outlets and jingling arcades of  the 
Golden Mile has long been a source of  
frustration.

But Great Yarmouth’s iconic Winter 
Gardens is facing its best hope yet of  
becoming a happy place once more.

The last of  the resort’s really 
substantial vacant seafront buildings 
will be at the heart of  serious discus-
sion when experts descend for a regen-
eration roadshow.

The Prince’s Regeneration Trust 
(PRT) will be hosting its 11th BRICK 
workshop in the town on Wednesday 
–and championing its involvement in 
the building’s future, as well as high-
lighting the plight of  hundreds of  
others.

Over the last four months PRT 
experts have been helping local preser-
vationists to work up the multi-million 
pound business case for the listed 
building.

Darren Barker, project director for 

Great Yarmouth Preservation Trust, 
who will be speaking at the workshop, 
said it represented a significant step 
forward for the seaside structure with 
plans to return it to its original horti-
cultural use as a “mini Eden” on track.

“It is a particularly complex 
project,” he said. “We have never done 
anything like this before to an historic 
building that gets super hot in the 
summer and super cold in the winter. 
Their (PRT’s) experience is second to 

Liz Coates
liz.coates@archant.co.uk

Building’s history

The Grade II* listed building was 
built in Torquay in the 1870s but 
was not a commercial success.
It was bought by Great Yarmouth 
in 1904 to “lengthen the season 
and bring a better class visitor”.
Originally used to house flora 
and fauna, over the years it has 
also been a concert venue, skating 
rink and children’s amusement 
park. But years of  exposure to 
the worst of  the seaside weather 
took their toll and it has been 
redundant since 2008 because of  
safety fears. 
It was also put on English 
Heritage’s “at risk” register.
It is the last surviving seaside 
Victorian cast iron and glass 
winter gardens in the country and 
was one of  the largest of  its day 
when built.
In 2013 it featured among the 
most important but neglected 
buildings in the country, all with 
convincing cases for help and 
restoration, in a BBC TV series.

 � The Winter 
Gardens on 
Marine Parade in 
Great Yarmouth. 
Picture: JAMES BASS

 � The interior of 
the Winter 
Gardens at Great 
Yarmouth in 
1960.   
Picture: LIBRARY
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We are looking at 
horticultural re-use but 
there are lots of ways to 
do that

Darren Barker

none so having the ability to call on 
their expertise and support is going to 
be very important to move the project 
forward.

“We are looking at horticultural 
re-use but there are lots of  ways to do 
that. The repair of  the building is the 
easy bit, that is stuff  we do every day. 
It is about finding a sustainable re-use. 

“In order to progress an application 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund we need 
to have a robust re-use and business 
plan because without a viable end use 
no-one is going to fund us.”

The workshop aims to provide 
expert advice and support to commu-
nity groups and not-for-profit organi-
sations involved in heritage-led regen-
eration projects.

There are 446 listed buildings or 
designated historic sites that are dere-
lict, neglected and in a state of  disre-

pair in the east of  England, according 
to the latest figures from English 
Heritage. Of  these, 133 are in Norfolk, 
with nine in Great Yarmouth alone, 
and 69 in Suffolk.

Ros Kerslake, chief  executive of  The 
PRT, said: “We are thrilled to be hold-
ing our 11th BRICK workshop in Great 
Yarmouth. In the current climate of  
local authority budget cuts, many 
important buildings in the East of  
England are in danger of  being lost 
forever through neglect.

“Community groups can play a vital 
role in taking on the revival of  these 
important local assets. 

“I would urge any community 
groups from the east of  England inter-
ested in a heritage regeneration 
project to seize this opportunity to 
learn from experts, network with 
other similar organisations and be 

inspired to move their vision 
forward.”

The three-year BRICK programme 
began in May last year and is visiting 
UK locations up to February 2017. It is 
at the Town Hall, Great Yarmouth, 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm, on Wednesday.

A key theme of  the day will be how 
local groups leading regeneration 
projects can effectively engage with 
the wider community.

The event features presentations by 
experts, interactive sessions and 
networking opportunities.

 � The workshop can be booked by 
calling 0203 262 0560, or go to: http://
brick-work.org/events/brick-
workshop-11-in-great-yarmouth/

 � Do you have a Yarmouth heritage 
story? Email liz.coates@archant.co.uk




